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Choose your music. . . . 
 

The funeral liturgy may be a Liturgy of the Word or a Eucharistic Celebration. 

 

Both Liturgies — as well as the Christian Wake and Graveside service include music. 

More than anything else in worship, music affects our feelings and the atmosphere in which 

we pray.  It expresses well our inner thoughts.  Rather than the customary funeral melodies 

which tend to be heavy and sad, the hymns and songs are upbeat and joyful.  Easter tunes 

which speak of the Lord’s resurrection are particularly appropriate. 

 

These selections are merely suggestions but they are not all inclusive.  Although these hymns 

and songs appear as recommendations for a specific part of they liturgy, they may be moved 

to other places as appropriate for your celebration.  For example, some of the songs listed as 

gathering songs may be used for the closing; songs for the offertory may be better suited to 

Communion. 

 

St. Augustine said, “Singing is praying twice.” 
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Musical Selections for Catholic Funeral Rites 

GATHERING SONGS 

 
Litany of the Saints (J. Becker) 
 

 Cantor:  Lord, have mercy  All:  Lord, have mercy 

 Cantor:  Christ, have mercy All:  Christ, have mercy 

 Cantor:  Lord, have mercy  All:  Lord, have mercy 
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Amazing Grace 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
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How Great Thou Art 
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Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
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Sing With All the Saints in Glory 
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Christ, Be Our Light 
  . 

     This is     the     day         of      new   be  -   gin  -   nings.    This   is      the 
          From death   to      life     Christ    our    re  -  deem  -er            rose  from  the 
             Sing   of     the    hope     deep  -  er    than  dy   -  ing.           Sing  of      the  
              In  -  to       this   world   mourn-ing    is      break-ing.           All     of  God’s 

        day    when   heav  -  en   meets    earth.       This      is     the         day  
        grave   tri  -   um  - phant     and     free,       leav  — ing  the         tomb      of 
        pow’r _____ strong  - er      than    death.    Sing      of    the         love _______ 
        Peo  -  ple,      lift        up     your     voice.    Cry        out  with       joy, _______ 

       filled with  God’s glo  -   ry,     prom - ise    of       our      new    birth! 
         e   -  vil     and  dark  -  ness, emp  - ty       for     all        to        see. 
       end - less   as    heav  -  en,    dawn - ing  throughout     the      earth. 
       tell    out    the    sto   -   ry,      all       of      the   earth      re  - joice. 
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PLACING OF THE PALL 
 
You Have Put on Christ (J. Hansen) 
 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALMS 

Psalm 16  Center of My Life (P. Inwood) 

Keep me safe O God, I take refuge in you. 

I say to the Lord, “You are my God. 

My happiness lies in you alone; 

my happiness lies in you alone.” 

 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel 

who even at night directs my heart. 

I keep the Lord ever in my sight, 

Ssince he is at my right hand, 

I shall stand firm. 

 

And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; 

even in safety shall my body rest. 

For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 

nor let your beloved know decay. 

 

You will show me the path of life, 

the fullness of joy in your presence,  

at your right hand, 

at your right hand happiness forever. 
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Psalm 19 Lord, You Have the Words  

The law of the Lord is perfect, 

Refreshing the soul; 

The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,  

Giving wisdom to the simple 

 

The precepts of the Lord are right, 

delighting the heart; 

the command of the Lord is clear, 

enlightening the eye. 

 

The fear of the Lord is holy,  

enduring forever.  

The decrees of the Lord are true, 

all of them just. 

 

They are more precious than gold, 

than the purest of gold;  

and sweeter are they than syrup,  

Or honey from the comb. 
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Psalm 23  Shepherd Me, O God (M. Haugen) 

God is my shepherd, 

so nothing shall I want, 

I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love, 

I walk by the quiet waters of peace. 

 

Gently you raise me and heal me weary soul, 

you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth, 

my spirit shall sing the music of your name. 

 

Though I should wander the valley of death, 

I fear no evil, for you are at my side, 

your rod and your staff,  

my comfort and my hope. 

 

You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred, 

Crowing me with love beyond my pow’r to hold 

 

Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life; 

I will dwell in the house of my God for ever more. 
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Psalm 23 I Shall Live in the House of the Lord 
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Psalm 25 To You, O Lord 

Psalm 23 My Shepherd is the Lord 



14  

Psalm 33 Lord, Let Your Mercy  

Psalm 27 The Lord is My Light  
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Psalm 63 My Soul is Thirsting 

Psalm 100 We Are God’s People 
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Psalm 128 Blest Are Those 

Psalm 147 Bless the Lord My Soul 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Celtic Alleluia 

Halle, Halle, Halle 
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OFFERTORY SONGS 
 

How Can I Keep From Singing? 
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All That is Hidden 
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Lazarus Come Forth 
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The Summons 
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The Servant Song 
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Be Not Afraid (Dufford) 
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On Eagles’ Wings (Joncas) 
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Prayer of St. Francis 
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Because the Lord is My Shepherd (Walker) 
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Let There Be Peace on Earth 
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You Are Mine (Haas) 
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COMMUNION SONGS 

Taste and See (Moore) 
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Your Words Are Spirit and Life  



 31 

We Will Rise Again (D. Haas)  
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We Remember (Haugen)  
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All Good Gifts  (Kaczmarek) 
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Bread of Life (Farrell) 

Only This I Want (Shutte) 
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Ubi Caritas (Hurd) 
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I Am the Bread of Life (S. Toolan) 

 

Verse 1 I am the bread of life.  You who come to me shall not hunger; 

  and who believe in me shall not thirst.  No one can come to me 

  unless the Father beckons. 

 

  
 

Verse 2 The bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world, 

  and if you eat of this bread, you shall live forever, 

  you shall live forever. 

 

Verse 3 Unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man and drink of his blood, 

  and drink of his blood, you shall not have life within you. 

 

Verse 4 I am the resurrection, I am the life.  If you believe in me, 

  even though you die, you shall live forever. 

 

Verse 5 Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, 

  the Son of God, who have come into the world. 
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We Have Been Told (Haas) 
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SONGS OF COMMENDATION 

Song of Farewell (Sands) 

Farewell Blessing (J. Hansen) 
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Death Will Be No More (Hansen) 

CLOSING SONGS 
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Holy God We Praise Thy Name  

Jesus, Remember Me (J. Brethier)   
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Roll Away the Stone (T. Conry) 

 

 

We Walk By Faith (Marty Haugen) 
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City of God (D. Schutte)  
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Lord of All Hopefulness   
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